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NEW BOOK SHOWS HOW TO PUT YOUTH TO WORK AND SAVE AMERICAN CITIES


Youth employment has hit all-time lows.  Millions of youth of all races are out-of work and have very few chances of finding a place in America’s turbulent economy. This situation is particulary disturbing for youth of color. In Nov/Dec of 2009, only 14 of every 100 Black teens were at work and the Black teen unemployment rate hit 49%. 

Early work experience plays a major role in teen’s long term economic success.  Research shows that 16- and 17-year-old youths who reported employment prior to the age of 16 were more likely to be employed and were working more hours in their later years.  With such a high rate of unemployment, what can America do to ensure that millions of youth have work experience and access to the opportunites that it creates?
Edward DeJesus, a leading Youth Workforce Development Advocate has releaded: MAKiN iT Right - Youth WORKing to Change Themselves and Their Communities – a fictional tale of six young people who found jobs that allow them to make their communities a better place.

Killing two birds with one stone, DeJesus makes the case that we can resovle the issue of youth unemployment while also addressing many of the social ills that plague communities. MAKiN iT Right shows young people that they are our most valuable asset in addressing educational apathy, violence, and unemployment.  It gives readers insight on what can be done to be the change agents where we live and work.

“MAKiN iT RiGHT celebrates youth as a transformational force for change.”

Virginia Hamilton - Executive Director, California Workforce Association

“Who can tap the incredible unused power of our youth?  Edward DeJesus does it in MAKiN iT RiGHT. More important, this book will help teachers, trainers, youth workers, and most important of all – youth themselves to unlock the power to transform their futures.”

Dan Mulhern, Author, Everyday Leadership: Getting Results in Business, Politics and Life

Change starts with one person standing up and saying "enough." Change is an action and not a word, it is demonstrated not spoken. Change is what happens when six young adults from various walks of life decide to forego the norm. Rather than flipping burgers or checking groceries, these young people light a spark for change using the culture that they love. From hip-hop to skateboarding and all points in between, these young people go to work spreading a message about life, freedom and future economic opportunity. If they can do it, you can, too.
Edward DeJesus is a nationally recognized expert on youth workforce development and education. He is the President and Founder of the Youth Development and Research Fund (YDRF). YDRF’s mission is to improve policies and programs for youth and young adults.   His work has been featured in the Washington Post, Miami Herald, the Baltimore Sun and on NPR. 
Learn more, visit: http://www.ydrf.com/promo/promo_2.html. to contact Edward for an interview e-mail: info@ydrf.com
Press Release





20405 Studio Place


Montgomery Village, MD 20886




















